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The SXS provides the high-resolution 
spectroscopy capability to cover the range where 
all astrophysical abundant elements (heavier than 
He) emit characteristic x-rays. 

High throughput, low mass x-ray mirror provides 
large effective area  

SXS based on x-ray calorimeter array 

•  Spectrometer with high spectral resolution
and high quantum efficiency.

•  Thermal detection of x-rays provides non-
dispersive spectroscopy.

•  This enables observations of extended
sources without compromise to spectral
resolution.

It is the most sensitive spectrometer ever built for 
energies above ~ 1 keV. 
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Astro-H SXS Instrument 
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Starting On The Wrong Foot 
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Starting On The Wrong Foot (cont’d) 
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Staff Ramps Down Before CDR 
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Best Practices & Lessons Learned 

8 



Best Practices & Lessons Learned 
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